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Residential Related Uses from Auburn Zoning Ordinance Sorted by Categories: 

A. One and Two Family Residences 

1. Dwelling or Dwelling Unit means a building or portion thereof arranged or designed to provide 

living facilities for one or more families. 

2. Dwelling, One-Family Detached, means a dwelling unit singly and apart from any other building 

and intended and designed to be occupied and used exclusively for residential purposes by one 

family only, excluding those forms of temporary housing permitted by section 60-666. Each one-

family detached dwelling shall contain not less than 700 square feet of net floor area of 

habitable space. 

3. Dwelling, Seasonal, means a dwelling occupied for not more than six months of any year. 

4. Townhouse means a single-family dwelling unit that is one of two or more residential buildings 

having a common or party wall separating the units. 

B. Multi-Family 

1. Dwelling, Multifamily, means a residence designed for or occupied by three or more families 

with separate housekeeping and cooking facilities for each. 

2. Dwelling, Two-Family, means a freestanding building intended and designed to be occupied and 

used exclusively for residential purposes by two families only, with separate housekeeping and 

cooking facilities for each. 

3. Mobile Home Development, intended to be generic, includes mobile home parks, mobile home 

subdivisions, and mobile home condominiums. 

4. Mobile Home Park means a parcel of land under single ownership in rural residence and 

suburban residence districts which has been planned and improved for the placement of not 

less than three mobile homes for non-transient use.  

5. Mobile Homes, newer, means those units constructed after June 15, 1976, commonly called 

"newer mobile homes," which the manufacture certifies are constructed in compliance with the 

United States Department of Housing and Urban Development standards, meaning structures, 

transportable in one or more sections, which, in the traveling mode, are 14 body feet or more in 

width and are 700 or more square feet, and which are built on a permanent chassis and 

designed to be used as dwellings on foundations when connected to the required utilities, 

including the plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical system contained therein; except 

that the term "newer mobile homes" includes any structure which meets all the requirements of 

this definition, except the size requirements and with respect to which the manufacturer 

voluntarily files a certification required by the Secretary of the United States Department of 

Housing and Urban development and complies with the standard established under the National 

Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, United States Code, 42 

USC 5401 et seq.  

6. Mobile homes, older, means any factory-built home which fails to meet the definition of 

manufactured housing and more specifically, the term "older mobile homes" means any mobile 
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home constructed prior to June 15, 1976. These units shall be restricted to approved mobile 

home parks.  

7. Modular homes means those units which the manufacturer certifies are constructed in 

compliance with the state's Manufactured Housing Act and regulations, meaning structures, 

transportable in one or more sections, which are not constructed on a permanent chassis and 

are designed to be used as dwellings on foundations when connected to required utilities, 

including the plumbing, heating, air conditioning or electrical systems contained therein. 

C. Lodging and Hospitality 

1. Bed and Breakfast Home means an accessory use to a single-family dwelling involving the 
renting of four or fewer guestrooms to transient guests who are staying for a limited duration 
(seven consecutive days and/or 60 accumulated days in a calendar year) and the serving of 
breakfast only to house guests. Such establishment shall be owned and operated by the resident 
of the dwelling. The term "bed and breakfast home" also includes a tourist home.  

2. Bed and Breakfast Inn means a dwelling involving the renting of more than four but fewer than 
ten guestrooms to transient guests who are staying for a limited duration (seven consecutive 
days and/or 60 accumulated days in a calendar year) and the serving of breakfast to house 
guests only. Such use may provide a restaurant, function rooms and places of public assembly. 

3. Boardinghouse or Lodginghouse means a dwelling, which, for compensation, lodging, or lodging 
and meals are provided to more than four persons and where a proprietor or owner resides in 
the building. No provisions for cooking in individual rooms other than a main kitchen is allowed.  

4. Dormitory means a building or portion thereof used for sleeping purposes in connection with a 
school, college or other educational institution. 

5. Guesthouse means a detached dwelling that is intended, arranged or designed for occupancy by 
transient, nonpaying visitors. 

6. Hotel means a building in which the primary use is transient lodging accommodations offered to 
the public on a daily rate of compensation and where ingress and egress to the sleeping rooms 
is primarily through an inside lobby or office, supervised by a person in charge at all hours. Such 
facilities may include accessory uses such as restaurants, bars, nightclubs, function rooms, 
places of public assembly and/or recreational facilities. 

7. Motel means a building or group of detached buildings intended primarily to provide sleeping 
accommodations to the public on a daily rate of compensation and having a parking space 
generally located adjacent to a sleeping room. Such facilities may include a main kitchen or 
snack bar for the use of motel guests only. 

8. Tourist Home. See the term Bed and breakfast home. 

D. Care Homes and Facilities 

1. Adult Day Center means a supervised facility providing a program of education, crafts or 
recreation for adults over the age of 55 years.  

2.  Care Home means a rest, nursing, or convalescent home established to render domiciliary 
nursing care and board for chronically ill or convalescent patients, or persons who are infirm 
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because of mental or physical conditions, but excluding a child care home or one for the care of 
mentally retarded patients, alcoholics, psychotics or drug addicts.  

3.  Child Care Home means a child boarding home, summer camp, foster family home or other 
place providing domiciliary arrangements for compensation, of three or more children, 
unrelated to the operator by blood, marriage or adoption, under 18 years of age. A facility 
providing child day care less than 24 hours per day, per child, to more than five children shall 
not be considered a child care home. The term "child care home" includes any family-type 
facility which provides child care to children placed by order of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, or by any public welfare department, or other governmental agency having 
responsibility for placing children for care, or placed by child-placing agency licensed under state 
law.  

4.  Child day Care Center means a facility conducted or maintained by anyone who provides, for 
consideration, care and protection for more than 12 children under 16 years of age, unrelated to 
the day care center operator, who are unattended by parents or guardians, for any part of the 
day. Any facility, the chief purpose of which is to provide education, shall not be considered to 
be a day care center, but is classified as a nursery school.  

5. Child Day Care Home means an accessory use of a residence by a person residing on a premises 
to provide on a regular basis, and for consideration, care and protection for up to 12 children 
under 16 years of age, unrelated to the day care home operator, who are unattended by parents 
or guardians, for any part of the day. Any facility, the chief purpose of which is to provide 
education, shall not be considered to be a day care home, but is classified as a nursery school. A 
child day care home shall not be located closer to another child day care home than 500 feet 
measured along the street frontage. Child day care homes shall be reviewed under the city's 
home occupation regulations (article IX of this chapter) and shall meet the following:  

(1) All outdoor play areas, used in conjunction with the day care operation, shall be fully 
enclosed by a fence, a minimum of four feet in height.  

(2) If the property utilizes a private sewerage disposal/septic system a written verification 
from a site evaluator, stating that the current system can handle the change of use to 
include the children in the proposed day care, shall be submitted. 

6..  Community Based Residential Facilities (CRF) means dwelling units providing communal 
domiciliary arrangements for a group of unrelated persons under supervision of the state 
government human service agencies, for the transition of formerly institutionalized persons 
back into the mainstream community living and participation, a halfway house, or a group 
home.  

7.  Group home. See the term Community based residential facilities. 

8.  Nursery, child, means a facility providing a program less than 24 hours per day per child for the 
care of infants up to the age of 2½ years. 

9.  Outpatient addiction treatment clinic means a program or facility operated for the purpose of 
and specializing in the care, treatment and/or rehabilitation of persons suffering with 
addictions, including but not limited to gambling addition, alcohol or controlled substance 
addictions. The term "outpatient addiction treatment clinic" includes, but is not limited to, 
substance abuse treatment programs licensed by the State of Maine Department of Behavioral 
and Developmental Services Office of Substance Abuse. An outpatient addiction treatment clinic 
shall not be located within 2,000 feet of any property that is occupied by a church, school, family 
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day care home, small day care facility, day care center, or public park or playground on the date 
of application for a license for such a facility. The term "outpatient addiction treatment clinic" 
does not include an inpatient or residential addiction treatment program, or a program 
consisting solely of support group activities without treatment by licensed health practitioners, 
such as Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, and similar programs.  

10.  Shelter for Abused Persons means dwelling facilities complying with the laws administered by 
the state government human services agencies, providing temporary domiciliary arrangements 
for children and adults unable to protect their own interest and welfare because of critical 
family circumstances. 

E.  General Residential Terms 

1. Dwelling Unit means a room or group of rooms located within a building and forming a single 
habitable unit, physically separated from any other rooms or dwelling units which may be in the 
same structure, with facilities which are used for or intended to be used for independent living, 
sleeping, cooking and eating purposes. Dwelling units available for rental or occupancy for 
periods of less than one week shall be considered boarding/lodging units.  

2. Family means one or more persons occupying a single housekeeping unit and using common 
cooking facilities, provided that unless all members are related by blood or marriage, no such 
family shall contain over four persons.  

3. Residential artist studio means a dwelling where up to 50 percent of the total floor space can be 
used for the production of art and/or craft products. The term "residential artist studio" shall 
not include galleries or studios open to the public for display or sales. All artist studios shall be 
designed to meet all residential safety and occupancy requirements and shall be considered to 
be accessory to the residential use.   

4. Shared Housing means housing consisting of two or more families occupying a single dwelling 
and using common cooking facilities. Shared housing shall permit the same number of families 
at the same density as allowed in the zoning district where the property is located subject to all 
applicable codes relating to building, housing, life safety, health and zoning as would be applied 
to independent living units located in the same structure. Approval for shared housing shall be 
secured from the department of community development and planning subject to the codes 
and ordinances indicated in this definition, prior to establishing a shared housing arrangement 
in any building.  


